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MOTION TO SUPPORT AB 206ft (GOLDBERG)—STATE CLASSIFICATION OF
URBAN PARKS AND PARK POOR AREAS (ITEM NO. 16, AGENDA OF
MAY 11,2004)

Item No. 16 on the May 11, 2004 Agendais a motion by SupervisorMolina to senda
five-signatureletter to the Legislaturein supportof AB 2064 (Goldberg), and to direct
the Departmentof Parksand RecreationDirector to speakon behalf of this bill at the
May 12, 2004 Statehearing.

AB 2064, asmostrecentlyamendedon May 3, 2004,would: createa new classification
of “urban parks” within the Statepark system;require the Director of State Parksand
Recreationto adopta definition of ‘park poor”; provide that, for the purposesof State
grants, “active recreation” be included in recreationalpurposes,and that “facilities”
include placesfor active recreation,as well aspublic beaches;and, declarethat future
bond acts shouldallocate moneysto park poor areas. The bill definesurban state
parksasthosein a heavilyurbanizedcounty,with a critical lack of park andopen-space
lands, deterioratedpark facilities, and/or with significant poverty and unemployment,
high youth crime rates, at-risk youth, and a shortageof youth services. A “heavily
urbanizedcounty” is definedashavinga populationof at least500,000anda densityof
at least1,100per squaremile.

The AssemblyArts, Entertainment,Sports,Tourism, and Internet Media Committee’s
analysisstatesthat thereare areasin Los AngelesCounty that havejust 0.3 acresof
parklandper 1,000 people,while the Stateminimum standardis 3 to 4 acresand the
National standard is 5 acres per 1,000 people. The urban core areashave been
developedwith high residential and commercialdensities,but without corresponding
increasesin public amenitiessuchasparks. AB 2064 would focus attentionon urban
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parks and provide opportunitiesto use bond funds to changethis situation. The bill
would allow for grantsto be madefor facilities for active recreationand public beaches,
which were not specifically allowed in the past. Therefore, the Departmentsof
Beachesand Harbors and Parksand Recreationrecommendthat the County
support AB 2064, and we concur. Support for AB 2064 is consistentwith County
policieswhich supportthe inclusionof beachesin the definition of parksfor thepurpose
of qualifying for park funding programs,and funding for acquisition,development,and
rehabilitationof parksandrecreationfacilities andopenspace.

AB 2064 was passedby the AssemblyCommittee on Arts, Entertainment,Sports,
Tourism, and Internet Media on April 13, 2004, by a vote of 10 to 1, and by the
Committeeon Water, ParksandWildlife on April 20, 2004,by a vote of 10 to 4. It was
referred to the AppropriationsCommittee, where it is waiting to be scheduledfor a
hearing. The Committeereportsdid not identify any registeredsupportor oppositionto
the bill.
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